
Dear Members of our Catholic Parishes: 
 
   We often refer to the Christmas season as being the “season of giving”. That can mean 
many different things. To me, it means that we offer a particular concern for those who 
may not have been as blessed in this life as we have, whether by circumstances or by 
personal choice, and still we know that the Gospel calls us not so much how a person or 
family got into difficulties, but the ways in which we can do our best to help them out. 
Each day, in our parish offices, we meet people who come to us because all other means 
of support may have been exhausted. And boy are we quick to judge! We are inclined 
often to think that people have hit the bottom because of laziness, an unwillingness to 
work, or a particular addiction. I include myself in this bench of judges. Often, and I mean 
often, we discover that the set of circumstances that cause a person to seek support is 
not as clear cut as we may have imagined. And sometimes, unfortunately, we speak of the 
“deserving poor” and the “undeserving poor.” It is good to recall that the Lord himself 
said that we will always have the poor among us. Why? Because often they strengthen 
our own Christianity when we can assist without judgment. As you know, each year we 
have a “giving tree” placed in our foyer, with the names and ages of children or 
vulnerable adults who might receive some cheer during the Christmas season. Usually, by 
the second weekend Mass, the giving tags have been taken by parish members, and they 
set about purchasing the requested items. This year was no different. I believe that about 
70 giving tags were taken home by parishioners this year, and already this week the 
requested gifts are being turned into the parish office, coordinated by Lisa Donalson. 
Apart from these giving tags, which disappear off the tree very quickly, many parishioners  
will decide instead to donate a gift card to one of our local stores so that some who have 
not been included in the giving tree, but nonetheless are in need of assistance, will not go 
wanting during Christmas. 
   In the Bible, we are reminded that, at the Last Judgment, when we will give an account 
of how we have lived our lives, the questions asked of us will mainly be concerned about 
our treatment of our neighbor, that is, the people we have met who have need of our 
assistance. To me, that seems so practical. I would rather be asked about the people I 
may have helped than to sound off what the Seven Deadly Sins are. It is very joyful to be 
a priest because in our position we can see Christianity in action each and every day. 
Sure, we are sinners, and terrible sinners sometimes, but should we not, on occasion, 
consider the good we might have done, and continue to do, in an effort to promote the 
dignity of each human person. Today, we light the Third Advent Candle. It is rose, in 
color, reminding us that Christmas is very near. Perhaps it is also a reminder to us that in 
a world of “purple” there is always that tint of rose that reflects our Christianity and our 
goodness. “Come, Lord Jesus.” 
 
God bless, 
 
Father Dan 


